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a A Letter from Dr. Wallis ^/ Jan, 1 1, i6p|. 
To Dr. Sloanc, concerning the EffeBs of a 
great Storm of Thunder and Lightning at 
E verdon in Northamptonfliire, (wherein di^ 
^ers Perfoni were hilled ) on July %j. 

Sir, Oxford , fm. ii, i6^h 

IN my Letter of fuly x6. i6()j. (which you were 
pleafed to infert in the Philofophical Tranfadlions^ 
Numb. zji. for the Month of Jugu0, 1697.) relating 
to Thunder and Lightning and Hail 1 I mentioned what 
had happened, fome Years fince at Evertm or Everdon, 
in N<frthamptonfbire, not far from Towcefier^ but nearer 
to Daventry or Daintry ; where divers Perfons were 
killed, and others hurt, with Lightning. Concerning 
which, (becaufe it was a remarkable Accident) I have 
fince made a more particular Inquiry into the Circum- 
fiances of it j and have an Account thereof to this 
purpofe, from Mr. Richard Butlety a Gentleman of 
PredoH near the Place, (who is wont to be particularly 
Inquifitive upon Ciich occafional Accidents) and Mn 
Edwards^ Minifter of Badly, adjoining; who were 
both Spedators or Eye-witnefTes of the Effei^s thereof, 
foon after it happened. 

In Harveft time^ on the x7th Day of July, 1(^91 , in 
EverdoH-Field, near Daventry in tforthamptonpire^ di- 
vers were at work reaping Corn, moft of them of the 
Parifli of Badhy, near adjoining. The Morning was 
fair and clear, but before Noon there came a violent 
Storm of Thunckr, Lightning, and Rain | which cau- 
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fed the dry Reapers to retreat for SheIter,to a Qnick-fet 
Hedge, with a Ditch by the fide of it,, of about Twen- 
ty.- Yards in Length, crofs the Head of fome Had- 
Lands, (as they are called) about Twenty Perfons m 
all I of whom Four (not Five, aswasfaid} were killed. 
Eight others dangeroufly Hurt, of whom one was a Wo- 
man great with Child ; (whereof Six were in the Ditch, 
and Two out of it) the reft not much h^irt. 

The Four that were killed, were Simon /Harriet, a 
Taylor, and his Son Rokrt Marriot (a Youth of about 
Seventeen or Eighteen Years of Age, ) RichardJVeis a 
Shoemaker, and Thomas Burroughs a Weaver j all of the 
Fariffi of SaSy, Upon the firft Tidings of it, , Mr. Ed- 
wards the Miniflerof ^tf<% repaired to the Place : Where 
Molerf Marrict lay on his Back, out of the IXtch, having 
ftrugted (as was faid by the By-Standers) after the Stroal^ 
Mr, Edwards fays, he faw no Marks, or Sign of Hurt 
on the Body, (though (bme Londoners who were there, 
have faid, that all his Bones were broke within him, 
which is fuppofed to be a Miftakej) but Dehor ah Trafe- 
ier oi Badly (the Woman who laid out him and the reft) 
fays, there was a Hole about the Bignefsof a Gooie-fhot 
in the Pit of his Stomach, and many more about his 
I.egs.There was in the Hedge a Pollard- Afli,under which 
fat Simon Marriot and Richard Wells -^ but Thomas Bur- 
toughs ftt at the Diftance of Two or Three Yards from 
thence. In this Tree were cut or rafedFour (or more) 
Grooves or Furrows, from the Top to near the Bottom, 
(deeper than the Bark, and about an Inch broad each of 
them) on that Side of the Tree on which the Men fafc; 
but no Damage Appeared on the Tree elfewhere ; there 
being a Knot on the oppofite Side, which is fuppofed to 
have diverted the Str«am of the Fiery Matter. The 
Green Thorns were Scorched, and the Place fmelt rank 
sf Sulpbur. 
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Simon Marriot had the Crown of his Hat cut into the 
Shaipe as of a bearded Arrow ; and at the Band-place 
cat fraooih, almoft round about from the Brim. His 
Cloaths on one Shoulder cut jaggedly to the Skin; 
where was a Scar about Four Inches in Length, of a 
Long Oval Figure ; the tranfverfe Diameter whereof 
was deepeftt of a darkilh red Colour, as hard as Horn 
afl over. He had Snufti on his Hand, as if juft ready to 
takeit. 

Richard PVelh had a little Dog on his Lap, or between 
his Legs, dead His Hand upon the Dog's Head, his 
Eyes open, and with Bread and Ghefe (or one of them) 
in his Hand, as if going to give the Dog a bit. His 
Shoulder (as his Relations (ay) was ftruck down, and 
in a manner fevered from his Body. 

Thomas Burroughs fat as looking up to the Heavens, 
His Head turning toward one fide,as viewing the Clouds, 
his Eyes open* He had, in his Pocket, a Copper To- 
baccoW'box, which had one little round Hole ftruck 
-quite through it ; and a little of the Mettal on one fide, 
feemed to have run. By thefe Poftures, it is evident they 
died in a Moment. 

Mr. ^dt^ards adds, that he took Simon Marriofs Hat, 
and fome of his Cloaths, and held them againft the 
Light, and they appeared full of Holes, as a Skimmeror 
Goland^r. But (at which he wondered radft) the Wo- 
man who laid him out told him, their Buttocks which 
fat upon the Ground were pittifully mangled, and their 
Privy Members rent and torn in Pieces ; and more efpe- 
cially thofeot Thomas Burroughs^ as if fmall Bars of red 
hot Iron had been thruft up into them in many Places. 

The Hair of their Heads was burnt very much. Some 
had no Harm that were hard by ; b^!t others were 
wounded at a Diftance, and their Wounds were cured 
with more Difficulty than ordinary Burns. 
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II wm (lefore the Storm) a pretty ftUI Day. Bufbc^ 
fore each Thunder-clap, was heard a great whirling NDife 
In theTrees, like Wind. The Lightning was obferv'd, by 
Perfoos at a Diftance, as falling perpendicularly upon 

them. 

Thoft who recovered had their Cloaths full of Holes, 
as if they bad been fliot through. Not a Drop of Blood 
appeared upon any of them* Their Hurts like Dry 
ftarred or healed Wounds. 

SimoH Marriott and Robert Marriot were ftruck back % 
the other Two (fupported, as is fuppofed, by the Hedge 
at their Back) continued in the Pofture wherein they 
were killed, Three or Four Hours after, when Mr. Buu 
kr fiw them. 

The Eight Perfons who were hurt, but not killed, 
were "john Birdf and Mary his Wife, William Gregory^ 
and Mary his Wife, and Mary his Daughter, EUzaheth 
Bod, and John tihh, (all of Everdon) and Thomas — -* 
Apprentice to Burroughs of Badiy. Several others were 
flruck down, but not much hurt. Several of thofe 
hurt, were taken up for dead, but fbon came to them- 
IMves without any Application ,• but fome of them w^re 
fein to be carried home. 

GregorfsWik had Four little Holes in her Knee, like 
Shot-holes J which turned to Sores, and had Cores come 
©ut t>f them. 

Mary Bird (the Woman with Ghild^ had all over 
her Body, near an Hundred Wounds, of one fort or o- 
ther ; and Seventeen large Wounds, fome as large as a 
Man's Hand j on each Arm one, and one on each fide 
i>f her Belly, Gut of moft of her Wounds came Cores^ 
fome bigger, fome left ; the biggeft were bigger than 
z Walnut, dry and black like Leather. She had Two 
Sores on the Soles of her Feet, but her Shoes and Stock- 
ings not touebed. She fat ne^it to thofe that were 
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lilled* She was taken out of the Ditch for dead, and 
was fuppofed to be killed (whereupon it was at firft given 
out, that there were Five killed, but this one of the 
Five did recover),- ftie was fenfible of the Stroke, and 
fenfible that her Husband looked Pale, and then Swoon- 
ed away. 'She and her Husband were both blooded ; 
ihe within an Hour after, and her Husband Eight Hours 
after ; and they bled freely. Their Legs were mighti" 
ly Swelled, before they were carried out of the Field. 
The Woman was very fore and full of Paio, fo that flie 
€Ould hardly bear any Cloaths to touch her. She was 
Three Weeks ill before flie could rife, and continued ill 
about a Quartef^of a Year ; no Medicines ufed for Burns 
did any Good, but occafioned great Torment to her. 
The firft that they perceived to do good was, Gil of St, 
^bn's-wort ; and after the Cores were come out, the 
Black-Salve. She went out her full tim'e, The Child 
had no Marks or Blemifli at all upon this Occafion ,• and 
is yet living. About that time of the Year, flie hath 
been blooded ever fince. She finds a great Tingling, and 
hath little Pimples like Stinging of N^ttks j and cannot 
be well till ihe hath been blooded. 

The Wounds of all thofc that were hurt, were like 
thofe of this Woman ; but llighter ; and fome of them 
had no Cores came out of them. 

This is the bell account I can give you of this Mat- 
ter J which I have put together as well as I could, out 
of the broken Remarks which 1 had in Writing from the 
Two Gentlemen above mentioned;. and, as near as might 
be^ in their own Words. 

As to my Thoughts of the natural Caufes of the par- 
ticular Accidents, I have little more to add to what I 
faid in my former Letter j but leave it to each one to 

judge as hs fliall think fit. 
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It feems to me to proceed fromJbme Caufticfc Vapour 
(of a like Nature with the Ingredients of Gun-Powder) 
difperfed in the Air from the Clouds downward, (thefc 
Clouds being at this time very low) which Vapour be- 
ing in fome Places thicker than in others, when it 
chance thto be fired , the Flame flies like Lightning, 
(as the Phrafe is J or fired Gun-powder, according 
as the Matter leads it, and makes more or lefs Expiofion 
here and there, as the Matter is more or lefs copious^ 
It feems that in and over this Ditch, there was plenty 
of fuch Matter J and perhaps even under thofe who were 
thus killed or wounded •• Ajid then, it is not flrange 
that fiich EfFeds ftiould happen, as are defcribed j For 
the like would have happened if Gun-powder had been 
fo fired. And if this E«plofive Quality were attended 
with that of Glaciation (as Thunder is after accompa- 
nied with Hail, Niter being a proper Efficient of both,} 
there might be fuch Concretions, in the Nature of Hail 
as might (by fuch Expiofion) be fcattered like HaiUhot 
out of a Gun, and caufe fiich Holes as are faid to have 
fceen in the Cloaths and Feet of thefe Perlbns. And 
what is faid to have been obferved by others at a Di- 
fiance, like a Ball of Fire falling down diredly upon the 
Place, might be a Propagation of the Flame kindled 
above , and continued , as the Vapour direflred 
ir, to the Place (as would be in a Train of Gun^ 
powder) and might there hurt fomc and fpare others, 
according as it was here or there more Copious. For 
we are not to prefume that it was in all Places equally 
mixed. 

And the Cores which came out of the Wounds^ feem 
like Efcars made by a Cauftick or other Burnings : Of 
which Phyficians and Chirurgeons are the proper 
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I take the(e Cores to be fcorch'd Sfcio, mortified^ 
(beat into the Flefh by that Haii-ihot) and appearing 
like burnt Leather : Which muft be worked out before 
the Wound could be healed,* as is ufaal, when other He- 
terogeneous Matter is forced into the Fle/h; 

That fomeof the People not far off, might be thrown 
down , and not otherwife confiderably hurt, is not 
ftrangej who rrii^ht be within the BJaft, though not 
within the reach of the Fire ,• as we fee in the Explofion 
of Gun-powder, (to whicfcl take this to be very like) 
when Windows (and other things at a Diftance} arc fha- 
ken and fhatter'd by the Blaft, or great Concuflion oE 
the Air, though tlie Flame do not reach them. 



III. Some AddittonalKemarh^ o» the ExtraSiing 
the Stone of the Bladder out of thofe of tbs 
Female Sex, By Thomas Molyneux, M. Z>» 

A Bout Six Years fince, a Paper of mine was read be- 
, fore our PhilofophicalSociety here in Dullin, and 
after publifti'd in the Philbfophieal Tranfaftions, Numk 
xoi. Wherein I gave an Account of a Stone of an ex- 
traordinary bignels, fpontaneoufly voided through the 
Vthera, by a Woman here in Ddlitt : And as a Corol* 
lary or Deduction from this Hiflory, I there propofed 
the Extradfion of the Stone, by the gradual Dilatation 
of the Vrethra, or Neck of the Bladder, without any 
manner of Sedion. as the moft (afe and eafy Way^ arid 
of moft general ufe, for the freeing thofe of theFemaie 
Sex from the Stone in the Bladder, 
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